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ELGIN DRUG DEALER GETS PRISON FOR ARMED ROBBERY 
UNDERCOVER OFFICER AVOIDS INJURY WHEN TRANSACTION TURNS VIOLENT 

January 20, 2017 

An Elgin drug dealer will go to prison for an armed robbery that occurred during a 

transaction with an undercover North Central Narcotics Task Force officer. 

John E. Dodd, 23 (d.o.b. 11-7-1993), of the 600 block of Lincoln Avenue, Elgin, today 

agreed to a sentence of 21 years’ imprisonment in the Illinois Department of 

Corrections in exchange for a guilty plea to armed robbery, a Class X felony. 

Circuit Judge Donald M. Tegeler, Jr., accepted the plea. 

Kane County Assistant State’s Attorney Kelly M. Orland presented evidence during 

the plea hearing that Dodd had made an arrangement to sell marijuana to an 

undercover officer for $300. The two met at about 6 p.m. Jan. 7, 2016, in the area of 

Lincoln and Preston avenues. Dodd brought no marijuana with him and never 

planned to do so. Dodd got into the officer’s unmarked vehicle and asked for the 

money. A co-defendant then stepped up to the car, pointed a gun in the officer’s face 

and demanded money. The officer gave the money to Dodd, a struggle ensued over 

the gun, which discharged inside the car. No one was struck. Dodd and the  

co-defendant then fled but were quickly captured by supporting officers.  

The sentence includes a 15-year mandatory enhancement because the offenders 

were armed with a gun during the commission of the crime. 

According to Illinois law, Dodd is eligible for day-for-day sentencing. He was given 

credit for 379 days served in the Kane County jail. 

The co-defendant’s case is pending. The charges against the co-defendant are not 

proof of guilt. A defendant is presumed innocent and is entitled to a fair trial in which 

it is that state’s burden to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

“Mr. Dodd is a violent and dangerous drug dealer. He and his co-defendant were 

willing to shoot someone over a small amount of cash to carry out their illicit drug 

trade. This officer was in grave danger because Mr. Dodd, and thankfully a team of 

officers was nearby to come to this officer’s aid and no one was injured,” Kane 

County State’s Attorney Joe McMahon said. 


